I have my thoughts, you have your thoughts, simple for me
difficult for you. Simply . . .the reason is . . ,I am a
Hawaiian and I've inherited the soul of my kupuna. It is

my moral responsibility to attempt an ending to this
desecratiian of our sacred aina, Kohe Mzlamslama o Kznaloa,
Tor each bomb dropped adds further injury to an already
wounded goul,

The truth‘is, there is mam and there is environment, One
does not supercede the other. The breath ixr man is the breath
of Papa (the earth). Man is merely caretaker of the land
that maintains his life. and nourishes his soul, Therefore
aina is sacred., The church of life is not in a building,

it is the open sky, the sorrpunding ocean, the beautiful
soil. My duty is to protect mother earth, who gives me life.
And to give thanks with humility as well as ask forgiveness
for the arrogance and insensitively of m=n,

What is national defence when what is being destiroyed is the
very thing the military is entrusted to defend, the sacred
land of (Hzwaii) America, The spirit of pride is left
uncultivated, without truth and without meaning for keiki

o ka aina, cut off from the land as a fetus is cut off

from his mother. National defense is indzfensible in terms
of the loss of pride for many of the citizens of Hawaii nei.
Call me radical for I refuse to remain idle, I will not have

the foreigrer prostitude the soul of my being and I will



not make a whore out of amy soul (my culture),
All the archaeological discoveries, incredibly, sre not
enough it seems for the fedgfal government to respect the
sacredness of history. This continued disregard of our
seriousicss, this refusal to give credibility to the
Hawailian cuiture based oncaloha aina, forces me to protest.
Aloha Aina

E mu Yo kakou lahui e hobmau.

{obulu ka pono o ka 'aina e Ho'oulg

Hoola ka nani o ka 'ajina e Ho'ola

E MAU KE EA O KA 'AINA I KA PONO

—~ Alven Isszcs Sr,

o '37/4/



George lielm and Trancils ¥Ka'uhane

In care of Congressman Daniel K.
Akaka

415 Cannon House Office Building

Washington, D.C. 20515

February 16, 1977

The President
The White House
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Mr. President:

We are native Hawaiians here in Washington, D.C., not
to waste anyone's valuable time, nor do we want anyone of
you to waste our time. However, our presence here is as
a result of governmental negligence and lack of response
to our "plea." We received no response from you even
after a telegram was sent to your office from Hawail on
February 2, 1977, requesting to meet with you or any White
House member personally. The matter--which is an executive
one and not a congressional one--is one of emergency and we
ask assistance from the White House to prevent a possible
"Wounded Knee" and to look seriously into the souls of our
Hawaiian people.

We both have been arrested, along with three others,
and are awaiting trial for trespassing on an island
considered to be very sacred to Hawailans; yet it is, by
Executive Order, a military reservation used specifically
since 1941 by the Department of the Navy as a bombing
target and though only a portion is being bombed, the
entire island is endangered environmentally and
ecologically by Man's lack of concern. The island is
45 square miles, potent with life--it is not a barren
rock and the barrenness is in those souls that see it as
such. We saw, after walking the entire island, miles of
unnecessary erosion--just miles of hard ground with single
trees and patches of grass, here and there.

We are not criminals, and our convictions and belief
is to protect and perpetuate the righteousness of our land.
The real crime is to destroy the 1life of land and life of
Man. Two other native Hawaiians remain hidden on the island
to speak loudly their serious concern--yet the Navy continues
to drop bombs on the island regardless of the fact that the
possibility of injuring and taking away 1life exists.
Regardless of the discoveries by the State's archeological
and historical survey team that prove the island's historical




The President
Page 2
February 16, 1977

treasures and value, the desecration continues. Regardless
of the fact that Hawailans know of a population of farm
people once living on the island, the Navy sees the land as
useless. The tradition of our people has been taken away

by progress and money interest and continues to be so as
there is neglect. We are a dying race, an endangered specie,
and we cannot allow further injury to an already wounded
soul.

We have vowed to protect the remnants of our culture
at whatever cost, and the culture cannot exist without the
land. What is essential to know is that we are dealing
with Natilonal Security and the interest of the people.
Only one Congressman turned his ears to us, because he is
a native Hawalian and he understands the language. Ve come
before you not to lay any useless rhetoric on you, but
to have you see the seriousness of matter. It is your duty,
Mr. President, to listen to the plea of a neglected people.

We are native Americans too. What must we do to hear
from you?
{

Aloha,

PROTECT KAHOOLAWE OHANA

eorgééizz;

F e, Kaiene

Francis Xa'uhane



COUNCIL OF HAWATTAN ORGANIZATIONS
1300 Halona Street
Honolulu, Hawaii 96812

February 17, 1977

The Honorable Thomas B. Ross
Assistant Secretary-Designate
Department of Defense

2E800 Pentagon

Washington, D. C. 20301

Dear Mr. Ross:

Thank you for meeting with us today to discuss the problem
of Kahoolawe island.

We respectfully request your response to the following
questions:

1. Would the Department of Defense be amenable to
a 60-day suspension of bombing of Kahoolawe
island and the appointment of an impartial
responsible person to investigate the justice
of our plea to preserve the island as a
Hawaiian historic site?

2. Are there possible solutions, such as selection
of an alternative naval bombing site, which
would serve the interests of National Security
while protecting Kahoolawe island from dese-
cration?

Finally, we regret that you were unable to arrange a
brief meeting for us this week with the Secretary of the
Navy; given the urgency of the situation, we respectfully

ask your assistance in arranging such a meeting as soon
as possible.

Thank you for your consideration.
Aloha,
PROTECT KAHOOLAWE OHANA

ot L

eor

%%42 f@udene

Francis Ka'uhane
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Prosect ¥zhortolawe Gi
P.0. Box 27823
ionolulu, Hawaii S$6327
February 2, 1977

i

lir. Ben Bradlee, Tditor,

and the National Affairs Desk
The Washington Post
Washington, D.C.

Dear iir. Bradlee and Reporters on
the National Affairs Desk:

We are writing to you to bring your attention to a present
"invasion” of the target island of Kaho'olawe that is currently
underway by native Hawaiians. The United States Havy has sus-
pended bombing of the Island until the Hawaiians can be removed.

As of the above date, threée of us who "invaded” the Island
have given ourselves up to the U.S. Government and will g0 on
trial for trespass. However, the remaining two, Walter Ritte and
Richerd Sawyer, =mre still on the Island. They intend to stay
there indefinitely to protest the bombing of the Island and its
desecration. To us native Hawaiians, the evidence has become
very clear thet the Island is sacred. It lies at the end of the
Long Voyages between Hawaiiand the islands of Tahibi and other
southern Islands which our’ancestors came from. There are nume-
rous heiaus (temples) and koas (fishing shrines) that still remain
on the Island, and these zare being destroyed by the Navy.

President Carter can stop this destruction bf the Island——
and of the native culture of Hawaii--by rescinding Executive
Order 10436, allowing the Navy to bomb, and by returning the
Island to the native Hawalians. lMessrs. Ritte and Sawyer intend
to stay on the Island to achieve this goal, and other Hawaiians
are preparing to join them. Meanwhile the lNNavy is embarked on
an elaborate man-hunt to find them; they will not give up easily.

We are enclosing current newspaper clippings which tell you
of what is happening in Hawaii right now in this confrontation
between native Hawaiians and the U.S. Navy. Ve have just sent
a telegram to President Carter asking him to meet with us on this
problem. Remembering the coverage you gave the Culebra issue
a few years ago, we hope that you will find what is happening now
in Hawaii to be worhlly of national coverage. It is only a small
part of the revival of Hawaiians' consciousness, symbolized by
the Hokulea, which the Notional Geographic Society filmed.

P.5. If you need any fur- Sincerely and, aloha,
there information, please /. I
do not hesitate to call us (f'f"'h”"fj-'”'”)/
at 808 841-5961. George Hélm /
President, Protect/Xaho'olawe
Ohana !



Official Statement: Protect Kaho'olawe 'Ohana

Feb. 1, 1977

Five young men have landed on Kaho'olawe to force the
military to end its desecration of a very sacred part of Hawaii nei.
The five signify laulima, hands working together to make green
and growing the 'aina that maintains our body and nourishes our
soul. The barrenness of Kaho'olawe exists in the parched hearts
and aching souls of man.

Water has been buried on previous landings and
provisions selected to last indefinitely. This act of civsl
disobediance is committed with full responsibility and cognizanwe
of the consequences. There is legal law, which is being broken
in the ocuupation, however, the military im raping papa, or
mother earth, commits the larger crime. It is the arrogance
of the military, the power lust of politicians and the greed of
the businessmen that-violates moral law.

The four events which demanded our response are:

1. The refusal to give credibility to the living
culture of Hawaii by the State Historical Preservation graap by
their failure to acknowledge kama'aina witnesses.

2. The recent archaeoffdgical findings of the ‘lates
survey of Kaho'olawe confirming and documenting
hersignificance.

3. The proposal by MacNaughton to sell part of
Lanailn placer of rehabilitating Kaho'olawe.

4, The statement, on Jan 27, by adm, mautice Weisner,
of the Navy's intention to continue the bombing.
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JIIOfY CARTER

THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES
THE IWHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON, D.C.
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DEAR MR. PRESIDENT,

UNITED STATES NAVY HAS SUSPENDED BOMBING OF TARGET
ISLANb OF KAHO'OLAWE HERE IN HAWAII BECAUSE OF OUR INVASICN,
TIQ NATIVE HAWAIIANS WALTER RITTE AND RICHARD SAWYER REMAIN
ON TﬁIS TSLAND SACRED TO US HAWAIIANS AND WILL CONTINUE TO
OCCUPY IT UNTIL BOMBING OF OUR HEIAUS (SHRINES) AND DESTRUC-
TION OF OUR CULTURE IS PERMANENTLY STOPPED.

AS PRESIDENT YOU HAVE AUTHORITY TO RESCIND EXECUTIVE
ORDER 10436 ALLOWING BOMBING. AS NATIVE HAWAITANS WE
INVADﬁD KAHO'OLAWE TO PROTEST THIS DESECRATION. WE HAVE
VOLUNTARILY RETURNED TO HONOLULU TO TELL THE WORLD DETER-
MINATION OF RITTE AND SAWYER TO REMAIN ON KAHO'OLAWE. OTHER
HAWAIIANS ARE NOW PREPARING TO JOIN THEM IN THIS INVASION.

WE NATIVE HAWAIIANS WANT YOU TO HEAR OUR VOICES. CON-
TINUOUS DISREGARD OF OQUR SERIOUS INTENTION HAS FORCED US TO
TAKE THIS ACTION. WE ASK TO MEET WITH YOU PERSONALLY TO
DISCUSS THIS INCREASINGLY CRITICAL SITUATION, ALONG WITH
CONGRESSMAN DANIEL AKAKA THE COUNCIL OF HAWAITAN ORGANIZA;
TIONS AND THE PROTECT KAHO'OLAWE OHANA. WE AWAIT YOUR
RESPONSE AT PHONE NUMBER (808) 841-5961. WE CANNOT UNDER-
STATE THE SERIOUSNESS OF THIS SITUATION.

WITH RESPECT,
GEORGE HELM .

FRANCIS KA'UHANE
CHARLES WARRINGTON

e
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_W APPEAL... RESPECT KAHO'OLAWE ! RESPECT HAWAITAN ROOTS !

Why is Kaho'olawe so important to people in Hawaii? In an island community,
land is very scarce and very precious. To Hawalians, the "aina" (land) is a
sacred thing to be nurtured and respected. This attitude is captured in the
State's official motto, "UA MAU KE EA O KA AINA I KA PONO", -- "THE LIFE OF
THE LAND IS PERPETUATED IN RIGHTEOUSNESS." The destruction of Kaho'olawe .
through bombing and other military uses is thus an affront to the sacred
values of the Hawaiian people.

Kaho'olawe has also become a symbol of the way in which the military has
treated the natives of Hawaii. Taken without compensation during WW II's
period of martial law, the island has been held despite years of official
and unofficial protests. Today, the Navy casually disregards not only
Hawaiian rights, but also people's lives, by continuing to bomb despite the
current political protests. The love of the aina moves the Hawaiian peeple
to tears, and has called forth a willingness to suffer and to take risks to
stop the destruction of Kaho'olawe. We ask you to respect the roots of the
Hawaiian people and join us in seeking an end to the bombing and a return of
Kaho'olawe to Hawaiian control.

YOU CAN HELP TO PROTECT KAHO'OLAWE:

1) If you are involved in any activities which support the continued de-
struction of Kaho'olawe, or the legal retaliation against activists, you
can request a transfer to other duties. Whether you are a pilot, an am-
munition worker, a mechanic, or a clerk, you can make your support for Ka-
- ho'olawe felt by refusing to particlpate further.

2) Contact your representatives in Washington and ask that they suppoert a
Congressional ban against further military action on Kaho'olawe. If you need-
belp in writing, call American Friends Service Committee (98826266 ) or cathelic
Action of Hawaii/Peace Educafion Project (949-1210). —

3) learn more sbout the meaning of Kaho'olawe and the Hawaiian's demand for
recognition and respect by contacting AFSC or catholic Actionm. £

4) Sign and return the petition about Kaho'olawe (printed below) directly
to President Carter, The White House, Washington, D.C.

PETITION TO THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES FOR THE RETURN OF
THE ISLAND OF KAHO'OLAWE TO THE HAWAI'I PEOPLE

WHEREAS the Island of Kaho'olawe has a significant place in the History,
Culture, and Religion of the Native Hawaiian people and,

WHEREAS the use of Kaho'olawe as a bombing target by the United States
Navy is causing permanent and irreparable damage to the island's soil,
coral reefs, and archeological sites and

WHEREAS Kaho'olawe is no longer a necessary part of our National Defense
Structure,

THEREFORE, we the undersigned hereby petition the Honorable Jimmy Carter,
President of the United States of America, to recind Executive Order 10436
and return Kaho'olawe to the Hawai'i people.

(Name ) (Signature) (Address)



Georse lelm ané Francis Xa'uhzne
Courcil of legivaiian Crgenizzstions
13CC IIalcna Street

Honolulu, Zawaii 9€&l2

Februery 17, 1977

The President
The “Thite ilouse
Washincton, Z.0. 206CC

Dear !r. Iresicdent:

e respectfully recuest a cessation of the bombing of
the sacred isleand of XZahoolawe and =zn investigation by th
“hite Zouse of the justice of our position.

Specifically, we ask “hat the bombing be suspended
for 20 days vhile g delessts of the Tresident (and not of
the Zefense Lerartment, which is = rersty to this disnube)
investizate %tz sisvaticn and cetermine the irm-ortance of
a perpanenyv ovomobing nhalt.

finally, once you have deternin=C the ustice of our
plea, we &skx that you rescind Zxecutive Crder 1Ci43%2 +hich
kas allowed the Lavy to bomb arnd desecrzte our Islaxnd,

de Tthank wvou fcr your co
: concerns of native i




PETITION TO THE PRCSIDERT OF THE UNITED STATES

FOR THE RETURN OF THE ISLAND OF KAHO'OLAWE TO

THE HAWAI'I PEQPLE

UHEREAS the Island of Kaho'olawe has a significant
place in the History, Culture, and Religion of the Native
Hawaiian People and,

HHEREAS the use of Kaho'olawe as a bombing target
by the United States Navy is causing permanent and irreparable
domage to the island's soil, coral reafs, and archeological sites .
and, -

28 M TR
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UMEREAS Kahn'olawe 1s no longer a necessary part of
our Mational Dafemse Struclure,

THEREFORE, we the undersigned citizens of the State of

e b MR BLETCRT,e L VS L 0

Hovadd hereby patiti
United States of Ame

on the Honorable Jimmy Carter, President o the
rica to recind Executive Order 10436 and to

Bae AR ERCEDOIw. BumsTaTM

return Kaho'olawe te the Hawai'i people.

»
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' NAME ADDRESS
1. T‘w Q*‘«o '&\/\..-—w \L A\L.J«.a. The Rev. Abraham K, Alal= ‘
Whdle, eliev—y Kok e @ i hile believing that the deflense
2. A por vakin, 1y wetoey st of our nation is necessarv. and
DAL AN Noe vespecht Yo cud 0.5, with all due respect to our L.o.
3. Rlaig. L LedZoZey Yo e el Mavy, T believe also that the
B T 4 S eia time alrceady nas CCae Wnen more
B, Vboodoing kedunmious g wcde ' soohisticated bomdin~ technicues maxe
wo \p“)(,_x L_\,v_‘.a,m% e, umte O LONLGL 11 HOLUHIT L. ol ot
5. A\ \ KMnvey a5 e ‘wondo— - Kahoolawe as a bomubine nractice site
ten Sile s , 2Nt L Space cxploration ..as CaalilLoid
6. 25 e,‘><\4.~\=;\.f.§~ i A ) hirhly successful use of sinulation
Uipl.  ad Srteul A A e A5 4 LrAalnLinl | CeC.LiLgUae, wHiCa
7. Awinens g e A ~  techniques no doubt can be avnlied
Tl v, wa Thiobe  Can ot T TS TICCUSS T oLeEs Ol olidliilln, Lwi
8. o) Vel dv Me I modern warfare.
Xt Car ol ol - :
S. CA o iore - Y Y~ Ar mas Kahoolawe is part of cur Pnots -- :
Reoks - - o tootie Lt N0 and snoulid oe restored in a aiker
100 i o teanual  Comamaioriadt 1= cormensurate to its meaninT %0
e, wedon Lo org OVosci At our abori~inal pecple.—= as a niace
N, Geople —-‘as o plecs Ao of religious and cultural herita=we -
AP ST PREL Y SN N and value. ;
12. \u\ztn;e. o-—&-_\f—\w— N
Cimee. (o SRl S Tl Since jurisdictionover che island.
13, o\ 1 oDt 0 Seleg T understand. beloncs to _our s5tite
o ows Slote obios Kow Father than rederal povw/ers, veuitlorn
14. Colvaal @oicecs ,  pode iy for future nse as a historic gite
f,\t(‘@‘,;_%;_ e w5 o SyNeric Shoula bo directed to state autnori- .
15. wle bt} Co St Ap ties. ith deep Aloha to onw nplovoc
Slade. coThatidees , WO 5f the Wavy and the hope cn-o ¢hls
16. Rasp Adoh Yo ous Selioen nmatter can be resolved in a wav that
A Kl \\‘-\ﬂ*“\ , o e m\@?"— leaves our nation better defondea,
17. ’\’L“\\ ‘)((\‘"'“ i badad C o kﬂ"c",.,_ and.our_llawaiian.hexitage rngpnrrpd anil
18. ’;—:\;pt:«ia-:mvutﬁ;“ Y 1-29\'_9\1‘-&0«/5 perpetuated, I remain, '
\_)\kﬁ)vu \<.}—(5L-¢\" ; » S
19. %v:;fgt’g o R’Gf"’}'t ) S) ) The Rev. Abraham K. Akaka .
X ; v :
20. | vemann , : : R A l
Pro:}ec‘t KXahoolawe QOhana ’ 1
KOTE: Please return by February 13, 1977 to0: p (0. Rox 27823

Chinatoym Station

Honoluly, Hawaii 96817
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Dlnifed Bfafes Bertafe
WASHINGTON. D.C. 20510

February 2, 1977

Mr. George Helm, President
Protect Kahoolawe Association
P. 0. Box 27823

Chinatown Station

Honolulu, Hawaii 96827

Dear Mr. Helm:

I introduced a bill, S. 221, on January 14, 1977
which seeks a one-year pilot project to dlear a
portion of.Kahoolawe Island of unexploded ordnance
and debris.” I wish to bring this to your attention
with the .sincere hope you will support my efforts
to pass this important legislation.

Clearing a portion of Kahoolawe would be a significant
step towards the eventual rehabilitation of the entire
Island. The bill provides for State and Navy con-
sultation in two key areas; one, the determination of
the parcel of land to be cleared; and two, the later
use of the cleared parcel.

I have attempted to incorporate findings of a recent
study of Kahoolawe which reported the feasibility of
clearing the Island in about six years with available
technology and manpower. The study, in addition to
surveying each target site and collecting hard data

on ordnance dispersion and cost-per-acre estimates,
recommended that the Navy first undertake a pilot project
to test the approach of the longer-range clearance plans.

I consider the bill I have introduced with Senator
Matsunaga a realistic attempt to pass meaningful Kahoolawe
legislation in this Congress. It is too early to fore-
cast the chances of gaining sufficient widespread support
for this bill to assure passage.

Please find enclosed for your information a reprint of
the bill and my floor statement. I appreciate your con-
cern about Kahoolawe and hope we may work together to
resolve this serious issuepa

DANIEL K. INOUYWJ

DKI:jmpl United States/ e?étor

ENCLOSURE
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By Mr. INOUYE:

S. 221, A bill to authorize the Secre-
tary of the Navy to set aside and clear 8
certain portion of the island of ¥ahoo-
lawe, Hawaii, as a pllot project to deter-
mine the feasibility and cost factors of
clearing the entire island and surround-
ing weters of naval ordnance which is on
such island and in such weaters as the re-
sult of such island being used as a target
range; to the Committee on Armed Serv-
ices. . :

Mr. INOUYE. Mr. President, I am to-
day introducing a bill affecting Kahoo-
lawe Island, gne of the eight major
islands in the Hawalian chain. For more
than 35 years, Kahoolawe has been the
site of aerial bombing and ship-to-shore

target practice, conducted primarily by

the U.S. Navy as part of its general train-
ing exercises. ’
This island has the dubicus distinction
of being one of the most bombed islands
in the Pacific. I am concerned about this
island, not so much because its somewhat
limited resources are heing destroyed by
the Navy's live zmmunition practices,
but rather because the island is no more
than 8 miles off the coast of a fast-de-
veloping population center on the island

of Maui. The threat to the lives and prop- |

erty of the Maul residents s very real
and warrants the concern of my distin-
guished colleagues in the Congress.

The bill I introduce today would direct
the Navy to conduct a pilot project to
clear a portion of the island within a
year and to report back {o the appropri-
ate congressional committees ahbout the
project results. :

I see this-legislation as a significant
step toward the eventual clearance of
the entire 45-square-mile island of unex-
ploded bombs and other ordnance and
debris. And I expect this bill to pave the
way for the eventual transfer of a re-
vitalized Kehoolawe from the U.8. Gov-
ernment to the State of Hawail.

It is true that there are other areas

. within the territorial bcundariee of the

L)
=3
\2

B £ 4 14, 1

United Siates used for similar military
training purposes, but Kahoolawe is dif-
ferent from these Jlocales. The Sftate of
Hawail retains residential rights over
Kahoolawe since it formerly owned the
island; - subject ‘only -to “tempoiary”
military exigencles enumerated in the
Executive order reserving use of the is-
'Jland to the U.S: Government, Further-
more, because of the close proximity of
Rahoolawe to Maul, the second largest
island, subiect: only -to temporary
long complained of the effects of aerial
and shore hombardment. Finally, Ka-
hoolawe was once usable for other pur-
poses. It is now rapidly being destroyed
and rendered unfit for human habita-
tion. This erosion is an unforgivable
waste in a State where land s at a pre-
‘mium.

" In the lost three Congresses, I intro-
duced measures that would have trans-
ferred Kahoolawe back to the State of
Hawall and that would have authorized
moneys needed to clear the island of
ordnance now estimated at over 10,000
tons, The bill met stiff opposition by the
Wavy Department in each Congress and
most probably would have no hope for
survival in this Congress as well.

The measure I now propose incorpo-=
‘rates recent findings of a year-long study
'of Kahoolawe by the Navy Department,
fthe most significant of which was the
| feasibility of clearing 90 percent 'of the
i land to a depth of 4%, feet in about 6

years. Prior to the study, the Navy
made repeated cleims that clearance of
the island—to an extent feasible for hu-
man habitation—was impossible.

I succeeded in Inserting a directive to
the Navy in the 1975 military construc-
tion appropriations bill to conduct the
1-year study so that cost estimates of
clearing Kahoclawe could be made for
the first time. The Navy did a thorough
and commendable study-—one which I
have found instructive.
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